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600 Broad Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Scheduled for First Friday 

 
Starbucks volunteers taking a lunch break outside “600 Broad”, the newly revitalized I.M. Pei designed 
building in the center of downtown Augusta which serves as the supportive hub for downtown activity. 

    
The Augusta Regional Collaboration (ARC) Project will host a ribbon cutting ceremony Friday, April 3rd at 

10 am at 600 Broad Street.  

 

600 Broad, a partnership between ARC Project and the City of Augusta, has been renovated and houses 

a number of small arts-oriented businesses and non-profits.  The project also provides meeting and 

classroom space, a gallery, and a business incubator for cultural programs. 

 

 “We are continuing in our mission to develop a Culture and Innovation District downtown,” says ARC 

Project’s Executive Director, Matthew Kwatinetz. “This building and the Museum of History represent 

anchor points on one side of downtown. We hope for more announcements to come as we create a safe 

and clean part of Broad Street that families, students and our military will come regularly to enjoy, shop, 

live and play.” 

Mayor Hardie Davis will cut the ribbon at 10:00 am. The general public is invited to attend. 

 

The building has open gallery hours every first Friday of the month, from 5pm to 10pm.  

 



 
Since taking over management of the City-owned building last year, ARC Project has hosted numerous 

one-off events including community meetings, the “Momentum” Program to train arts non-profits, 

discussions of planned new cultural projects, ArtSpace meetings, GRU student art shows, Greater 

Augusta Arts Council events, Arts On Broad exhibitions and receptions for non-profit groups such as 

Augusta Players.  All of these events occurred after ARC Project spent City-allocated dollars to clean up 

mold, asbestos and repair leaks in the building in a first phase of renovation in 2013. The building was 

then closed for a second phase of renovations and is now officially back open.  

 “None of this could have happened without the support of Starbucks and their hard-working partners.” 

said Kwatinetz. “Starbucks has been a financial supporter of ARC Project since the beginning, but I was 

amazed to see more than 40 volunteers show up during their month of service to help paint, clean and 

generally get this building ready to become a community arts center.” 

Serving as an incubator for individuals, organizations and citizen groups that support bringing creativity 

and innovation to Augusta, ARC began accepting applications for shared use at 600 Broad late last year. 

To date, ARC had received more than 18 Applications. In the past few weeks, tenants including the new 

organizing committee for First Fridays, the Southeastern Filmmakers’ Alliance, the Greater Augusta 

Youth Theatre and the Augusta Photography Festival have made their way into the newly renovated 

building.  

Applications, according to ARC’s website, are “rolling” and continually accepted as they seek to fill up 

the building with events, individual artists, organizations, classes and more. Have an idea for something 

cultural or innovative? ARC says: “put in an application!” 

You can find the application for 600 Broad here: http://www.augustacollaboration.org/600-broad-st  

####### 

 

About ARC 
The Augusta Regional Collaboration Corporation was created to help realize improvements in quality of 
life for all of Augusta’s citizens, increase the number of residents and businesses that call Augusta home, 
improve the financial position of the government without raising taxes, and help achieve Augusta's 
promise as a national destination for living and working. Serving the community as an action-
based, collaborative think-tank, ARC focuses on the coordination and leveraging of dynamic regional 
assets and communities in order to maximize investment potential into Augusta/Richmond County.  
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